
that is a Franklin education. 

There are several ways to give. 

You can pledge now and spread 

the payments over several 

months, with the final pledge 

payment due any time prior to 

May 31, 2009; you can charge 

your gift to Visa or MasterCard; 

or you can make your Annual 

Giving gift with a stock dona-

tion.   

If you would like more informa-

tion, please contact Christy 

Cowart Read '89, Development 

and Alumni Relations Director, 

at 504-286-2615 or e-mail at 

chris-

tina_read@benfranklinhighschool

.org. 

For fifty plus years Benjamin 

Franklin High School has pro-

vided an education of the highest 

caliber for its students.  Since we 

are now a charter school, which 

is essentially an independent 

public school, the financial dispar-

ity between our state revenues 

and what it actually costs us to 

run our school is even more 

apparent.  Because of the unique 

demands of our curriculum, 

BFHS is under-funded relative to 

traditional public schools.  Our 

commitment to a well-rounded 

education further  strains our 

limited resources.   

Therefore, we ask that you in-

vest in BFHS’ tradition of excel-

lence by donating to the Annual 

Giving Fund.  Raising the funds 

necessary to ensure superior 

education is a major challenge.  

By making a gift to the Annual 

Giving Fund you will help make it 

possible for students to enjoy the 

truly unique academic experience 

Ben Franklin High School has 

instituted a three phase process 

to enhance and improve class-

room instruction .  BFHS Ad-

ministrators have begun to util-

ize the instructional leadership 

strategy called  “The Classroom 

Walk-Through Strategy.”  

If you are interested in reading 

an overview of the plan please 

read this brief article or see the 

BFHS Annual Giving Fund 
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Classroom Walk-Through Strategy 

The library furniture and shelves have arrived!  If you are interested in volunteering to shelve books, please 

contact our librarian, Idella Washington via e-mail idella_washington@benfranklinhighschool.org or phone 

504-286-2611.   

BFHS website for details.   

You may also expect to receive 

additional information on the 

other two phases in the coming 

months. 

Phase two: Teachers utilizing 

school-wide and classroom stu-

dent achievement data to drive 

instructional  decision making 

that will lead to measureable 

improvements in student learn-

ing. 

Phase Three = Teaching for 

Understanding. A classroom 

instructional model for teachers 

to stimulate and encourage 

higher order thinking skills 

through problem solving and 

critical thinking during classroom 

instruction. 

Library Update 

Christy Read 

BFHS Library 

mailto:christina_read@benfranklinhighschool.org
mailto:christina_read@benfranklinhighschool.org
mailto:christina_read@benfranklinhighschool.org
http://www.centerforcsri.org/files/TheCenter_NL_Feb07.pdf
mailto:idella_washington@benfranklinhighschool.org
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“I really 

enjoyed the 

meeting on 

Thursday.  I 

think the kids 

brought back 

a lot of good 

feedback 

from their 

college life.”  

College Panel Night a Success! 

Winners this Month! 

BusinessWeek’s Best  
BusinessWeek announced its 

first-ever Best High Schools in 

America rankings on January 

15th, 2009. BusinessWeek has 

identified BFHS  as the Best 

Overall School in Louisiana.  

To compile the Best High 

Schools in America list, Busi-

nessWeek and GreatSchools, 

an organization that rates 

schools and provides an online 

community for parents, identi-

fied the best overall public high 

school in terms of test scores, 

the best public high school 

w ith  an economica l l y -

disadvantaged population, and 

the most-improved public high 

school. In addition, Busi-

nessWeek offers the top public 

and private school in each 

state that parents rated the 

h i g h e s t  o n  t h e 

GreatSchools.net Web site. 

See the accent box (left) for 

BusinessWeek/GreatSchools’ 

list of top five schools in Lou-

isiana. 

The Best Overall Academic 

Performance, Best Low In-

come, and Best Improved 

schools were selected based 

on the most recent available 

state math, reading, and sci-

ence standardized test scores 

for public schools. Math and 

reading were weighted twice 

as heavily as science. The 

schools with the Best Overall 

Academic Performance had the 

best weighted test scores. The 

Best Low-Income school in 

each state had the highest 

weighted test score of the 

most economically disadvan-

taged schools. The Best Im-

proved school is the school in 

each state that had the biggest 

weighted test-score improve-

ment compared to the previ-

ous year. 

Honorable mention was 

awarded to: Claire Franklin, 

Redding Meddora and Ayla 

Miller.  

Julienne Louis appears on 

Nick News 

The Nick News Show 

moderated by Linda Eller-

bee, includes a panel discus-

sion  on issues faced by teenag-

ers. The 14-15 year old stu-

NOMTA Romantic/

Contemporary piano 

auditions 

Receiving superior ranks were: 

Jonathan Chawla, Annie Shao, 

Jennifer Tu, Jinxuan (Judy) 

Wang, and Shuchun (Fred) 

Wang. In turn they were per-

mitted to perform in the re-

cital on November 15, 2008.  

 

dents selected to visit New 

York and appear on the Nick-

elodeon news show must be 

academically successful and 

willing to share their opinions. 

BFHS Freshman Julienne Louis 

appeared on January 18th epi-

sode titled, “Some things I 

Want my Parents to Know, 

But May Not Tell Them.”   

 

BFHS hosted the first annual college panel night on Thursday, January 8th.  The panel was comprised 

of BFHS alumni, currently college freshmen, eager to speak to parents and students about their col-

lege experience.  The panel was comprised of students from each of the following universi-

ties:  Washington University in St. Louis, LSU, Spellman College, Vanderbuilt, USC, American, Tulane, 

UVA, Penn State, and  George Washington University.  The parent liaisons sincerely appreciate the 

help of the faculty, staff, parents, alumni, and students who contributed to the successful event.  If you 

have any suggestions for our next parental involvement event or educational night, please email 

Monica Cammack at monica_cammack@benfranklinhighschool.org or Judy Zanchi at Ju-

dith_zanchi@benfranklinhighschool.org. 

T H E  L I A I S O N  

Hung Nguye, 

BFHS Parent 

B E S T  H I G H  

S C H O O L S  I N  

L O U I S I A N A  

Best Overall Academic 

Performance: 

V Ben Franklin High School 

Best Low-Income: 

V Forest School 

Best Improved: 

V Elizabeth High School 

Parentôs Choice Public: 

V Fontainebleau High 

School  

Parentôs Choice Private: 

V Ridgewood Preparatory 

School 
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Name: Evan LaBranche 

Hometown: NOLA 

Elementary-Middle School: St. Paul’s 

Episcopal 

Franklin involvement: Cheerleading, 

Softball, Peer Assistance Team, 

National Honor Society, Speech 

and Debate Team 

Mission at Franklin: to be academi-

cally successful while being involved 

in sports and other activities. 

Other than studying I enjoy… Play-

ing softball, cheerleading, watching 

college football, reading, and spend-

ing time with my friends. 

Why did you decide to come to 

Franklin? I decided to attend Ben 

Franklin because of its outstanding 

academic reputation and, because 

my sister attended Franklin. 

Future Plans:  :  In college I plan to 

major in Sports Administration. 

After college, I plan to go to law 

school and become a sports attor-

ney. 

Favorite summer job? Last summer, 

I loved participating with the World 

Wildlife Fund’s climate study about 

global warming in Mobile, Alabama 

and Washington, DC 

Favorite Subjects: English and His-

tory 

Jazz Fest, Mardi Gras, Voodoo 

Fest: I’ve always enjoyed Jazz Fest, 

Mardi Gras, and Voodoo Fest, but 

Mardi Gras would have to be my 

favorite. It’s one of the biggest 

parties in the world that I get to 

attend every year with my friends. 

LSU or Tulane: LSU. GO TIGERS! 

Rock, Jazz, or Classical Music: 

Rock 

 

for the faculty Holiday Luncheon.   

The Staff & Faculty really appreci-

ated the gifts and had a great time.  

Santa Claus made a special appear-

ance at the celebration and distrib-

uted the gracious donations to the 

partygoers.  The donations included 

everything from Rouses Gift Cards 

to Movie Theatre Passes. 

The faculty and staff felt very appre-

The Busi-

ness Office 

wishes every-

one a Happy 

New Year and 

thanks the won-

derful parents 

who donated the 

variety of gift 

cards and treats 

ciative of the supportive, 

thoughtful BFHS parents, 

and the Business Office 

extends their gratitude to 

parents for once again mak-

ing this annual occasion such 

a success.   We would like 

to specifically thank Jeanetta 

Phinney for helping with the 

set up of the event. 

Appreciation 

Other than teaching kids at Franklin 

what makes you happy?  A profes-

sional Musicians/ Big Sports fan/ also 

the Symphony and youth Orchestra 

Favorite Summer job: Project Prod-

igy summer camp/ Travel 

Jazz, Rock, or Classical: All Types 

Favorite New Orleans hangout: 

Several 

Jazz Fest, Mardi Gras, or Voodoo 

Fest: All types 

LSU or Tulane:  Either 

Favorite way to spend a Sunday 

afternoon: Watching Sports, Playing 

Engagements 

Name: Carl La-

Coste 

Hometown:  

New Orleans 

Education: Mc 

Donogh 35 High 

School –

Grambling State University-

University of New Orleans 

Franklin Involvement: Band/

Orchestra, Music Theory, Music 

Teachers’ Lounge 

Faculty Holiday Party 

All were aglow with holi-

day cheer at the BFHS 

Faculty Holiday Party. 

òI loved partici-

pating with the 

World Wildlife 

Fundõs climate 

study about 

global warming 

in Mobile, Ala-

bama and Wash-

ington, DC.ó 

Evan LaBranche 

Santaôs  
Nice List  

BFHS Parents... 
Especially those who helped with the BFHS Faculty Holiday Party 

 



Friday, January 23rd 

2009 BFHS Career 

Day will be held on 

Friday, January 23rd.  

The in format ion 

packed day includes 

many great speakers 

in individual class-

rooms, as well as 

general sessions with 

Academic Deans 

from UNO and Tulane.  9th through 

11th grade classes will meet with Ms. 

Flair and Ms. DeGrazio to begin 

the course request process for next 

year. 

2001 Leon C. Simon Drive 

New Orleans, LA 

70122 

Phone: (504) 286-2600 

Fax: (504) 286-2642 

Website: www.benfranklinhighschool.org 

What’s on the Web? Ben Franklin High School 

Honor-Service-Justice-Wisdom 

Newspaper 
Drive! 

Tuesday 
1.27.2009 

 
Drop Off: 

green gate by 

the faculty 
parking lot be-

fore school  

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  T O  RE M E M B E R 

January 20:  Franklin Parents Group Meeting 7:00pm in the Library 

January 28:  Annual Science Fair Public Viewing 

February 6-8:  BFHS Annual Speech & Debate Tournament 

February 9:  Faculty Meeting - Early Dismissal 

OVOV is a cutting edge music educa-

tion venture designed to explore the 

concept of music education from an 

alternative view. This program will 

usher young people into the world 

of professional music by making them a 

part of a music recording production. 

OVOV will teach youth the mechanics 

of sound engineering, marketing, pro-

motions and it will teach them to write 

and publish their own music.  Enroll-

ment is open to young people between 

the ages of 14 and 21. You may contact 

Ms .  No b l e  f o r  d e t a i l s :  k a l -

lie_noble@benfranklinhighschool.org,  504-

359-7919. 

Upcoming Events 

Parent Connect 

Counselor Bulletin 

Master Calendar 

Volunteer Bulletin 

 

The Franklin Parents Association 

will meet on Tuesday, January 20, 

2009 at 7:00pm in the BFHS library.  

The meeting follows the Freshman 

and Sophomore parents meeting on 

Standardized testing.  Please come 

listen to the issues.  We welcome 

your input and support. 

 

 

 

C A R E E R  D A Y  O N E  V I S I O N ,  O N E  V O I C E  F R A N K L I N  P A R E N T  

A S S O C I A T I O N   

http://parentaccess.nops.k12.la.us/
http://benfranklinhighschool.org/academics/counselor/0809bulletins/1-26-09counselorbulletin.pdf
http://benfranklinhighschool.org/atglance/calendar.htm
http://benfranklinhighschool.org/parents/vbulletindec08.htm

